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1. On 17 February 1955 a combined meeting of the exscutive of the Writers!
Union, the Party committee of the Union, and Central Committee member 25X1
Dimit¥r Ganev was held in Sofia. The Party Central Committee called the
meeting because of rumors of impending withdrawal of & large group of
writers from the Unlon. Among the participents at thé meeting were
Angel Karaliychev; Rudni Karov, former Partisan and supporter of General
Slaveho Triinski; Georgi Karaslavov, attorney for the Union; and
Pavel Vetinov,

2. The discussion centered on the subject of the stringent censorship
exercised by the Commnist Party and the Party cormittee of the Union,
and many writers expressed their fear of falling afoul of the customary
censorship. The Party committee of the Union mekes the first check by
examining the work from the point of view of Communist ideology, following
which it ascertains if the work containe any reference to failures of the
Party throughout the years or if there is any offensive material against
the Party leaders. The second stage is a check on the writer himself;
his family origin, his past, and his development,

3. Vetinov, who lead one group in the discussion, expressed himself in
biting terms: "Bulgarian literature has failed because it is lending
itself as a vehicle of propaganda for a certain way of life." Another
in his group stated that the Bulgarian writer had become the simple
illustrator of the directives of the Party and the Goverrment, thereby
volding current Bulgarian writings of any literary value. Karaslavov,
who was nominated to act for the Union, was the only dissenter. :

4e When the meeting was concluded, Ganev rose and said, "You are but evil
gosseipers,” and left the meeting.
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